












• Document – what’s in the fridge?
• Prioritize – what food requires least 

preparation?
• Assess – how much can I really eat?
• Align – who will share my table?
• Persist – clean your plate, eat 

again!
• Celebrate – have dessert!
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City of Thomas





Building a Vacant & Dilapidated Building Inventory

2011-2012

• Thomas chosen as pilot community for 
WV Community Development HUB’s 
Vacant and Dilapidated Building 
Toolkit

• Partnership established with 
Woodlands Development Group

• Community meetings held

• AmeriCorps assistance gained

• Volunteers recruited and educated

• Surveys completed

• Inventory built









New Historic Thomas



1990’s

Accomplishments – 1990’s

• Re-bricked historic 3rd street

• Removed old railroad ties from the 
grade

• Improved sidewalk conditions

• Purchased the Western Maryland 
building 

• Acquired a historic commercial district 
status for downtown Thomas



Mission

New Historic Thomas is a non-profit community group 
dedicated to revitalizing the city of Thomas by 
preserving its history, cultural heritage, and resources 
that make the city unique. 

Working with the mayor and city council, New 
Historic Thomas aims to preserve the city's built and 
natural environment, businesses, and people so that 
Thomas continues to be a thriving environment for 
residents, visitors, and the business community.



NHT Committees:
• Beautification

• Resource

• Redevelopment

• Planning



• Presentations on NHT’s work at the 
2012 and 2013 WV Brownfields 
Conferences

• Engineering and design of an 80’ 
pedestrian bridge 

• Administration of an $18,000 grant 
from the McDonough Foundation to 
build a restroom at the Tucker County 
Emergency Shelter located in Thomas

• Fostering a relationship with USFS to 
partner on development projects. 

• Completion of a study of downtown 
business development needs by Davis 
and Elkins College

• Purchase and maintenance of flower 
barrels and benches for the East 
Avenue commercial district

• Purchase and maintenance of picnic 
tables for the riverfront rail grade 

• Planted and continued maintenance 
the City Hall Garden

• Pruned apple trees along on East 
Avenue

• Funded and commissioned local artist 
to design and construct a trailhead sign 
for the Thomas City Park and Trails

• Organize yearly trail maintenance 
volunteer day for the Thomas City 
Trails System

• Maintain list of volunteers for as 
needed tasks and projects 

• Application for a $180,000 DOH 
Recreational Trails Program Grant 
(Pending)

• Built handicapped accessible connector 
trail 

• Contributed to the city’s holiday 
decorations with additional lighting on 
the apple trees

• Secured USDA RCDI Initiative funds 
to hire a part-time Executive Director 
(term beginning October 2015)

Other NHT Accomplishments



Partnership w/ Northern Brownfields Assistance Center



Riverfront Park Development Plan



U.S. EPA Brownfields 
Hazardous Substances Assessment Grant



Redevelopment Progress



Progress –Woodlands Development Group



Progress – Individuals



Progress – Organizations



Inventory Progress

35 properties in the inventory
13 downtown properties

• 1 demolition

• 1 demolition scheduled

• 1 in process of rehabilitation

• 1 partial deconstruction

• 2 redeveloped and back in use

• 1 façade improvement – mural 



BAD Buildings Program



For more information:
Web: www.newhistoricthomas.com

Email: newhistoricthomas@gmail.com

FB: www.facebook.com/NewHistoricThomas


